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(57) ABSTRACT

A rectangular or substantially rectangular parallelepiped chip
including first and second end surfaces and first and second
side surfaces is produced by cutting a mother block along a
first direction in a portion where, of conductive layers that are
adjacent to each other in a stacking direction, a first one is
present and a second one is not present and cutting of the
mother block along a second direction in a portion where, of
the conductive layers that are adjacent to each other in the
stacking direction, the second one is present and the first one
is not present. A first internal electrode formed from the first
conductive layer is exposed at the first end and side surfaces
and not exposed at either of the second end and side surfaces.
A second internal electrode formed from the second conduc-
tive layer is exposed at the second end and side surfaces and
not exposed at either of the first end and side surfaces.

8 Claims, 15 Drawing Sheets
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1
METHOD OF MANUFACTURING
MULTILAYER CERAMIC CAPACITOR AND
MULTILAYER CERAMIC CAPACITOR

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a method of manufacturing
a multilayer ceramic capacitor and to a multilayer ceramic
capacitor.

2. Description of the Related Art

Recently, with miniaturization of electronic devices, such
as cellular phones, personal computers, digital cameras, and
digital audio devices, a great demand has emerged for
reduced size and increased capacity of multilayer ceramic
capacitors incorporated in the electronic devices.

A potential method of increasing the capacity of a multi-
layer ceramic capacitor without increasing its size is a method
of increasing the area where internal electrodes face each
other. One such example method of increasing the area where
internal electrodes face each other is described in Japanese
Unexamined Patent Application Publication No. 6-13259.
This method includes producing a green chip in which both of
first and second internal electrodes are exposed at each of first
and second side surfaces and then forming a ceramic layer on
each of the first and second side surfaces.

Unfortunately, for the method described in Japanese Unex-
amined Patent Application Publication No. 6-13259, if a
ceramic layer between the first and second internal electrodes
is thin, the first and second internal electrodes may be short-
circuited. To address this issue, it is difficult for the ceramic
layer to have a sufficiently small thickness, it is thus necessary
to reduce the number of stacked layers with the aim of reduc-
ing the size, and an increase in the capacity is hard to achieve.
Accordingly, a small high-capacity multilayer ceramic
capacitor is difficult to obtain.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Preferred embodiments of the present invention provide a
method by which a small high-capacity multilayer ceramic
capacitor can be manufactured.

According to preferred embodiments of the present inven-
tion, a method of manufacturing a multilayer ceramic capaci-
tor includes preparing ceramic green sheets each including a
surface on which rectangular or substantially rectangular
conductive layers extending along a first direction and a sec-
ond direction perpendicular or substantially perpendicular to
the first direction are formed, producing a mother block by
stacking the ceramic green sheets such that the conductive
layers on the neighboring ceramic green sheets are displaced
along the first and second directions, and producing a rectan-
gular or substantially rectangular parallelepiped chip includ-
ing first and second end surfaces and first and second side
surfaces by cutting the mother block along the first direction
in a portion where, of the conductive layers adjacent to each
other in a stacking direction, a first one is present and a second
one is not present and cutting the mother block along the
second direction in a portion where, of the conductive layers
adjacent to each other in the stacking direction, the second
one is present and the first one is not present. The first one of
the conductive layers forms a first internal electrode, the
second one of the conductive layers forms a second internal
electrode, the first internal electrode is exposed at the first end
surface and the first side surface and not exposed at either of
the second end surface and the second side surface, and the
second internal electrode is exposed at the second end surface
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and the second side surface and not exposed at either of the
first end surface and the first side surface.

According to a specific aspect of a preferred embodiment
of the present invention, a method of manufacturing a multi-
layer ceramic capacitor may further include forming an insu-
lating layer on each of the first and second side surfaces of the
chip and then firing the insulating layers.

According to another specific aspect of a preferred
embodiment of the present invention of the method of manu-
facturing a multilayer ceramic capacitor, each of the insulat-
ing layers may include a ceramic layer.

According to yet another specific aspect of a preferred
embodiment of the present invention of manufacturing a mul-
tilayer ceramic capacitor, the ceramic layer may be formed by
attachment of a ceramic green sheet.

According to still another specific aspect of a preferred
embodiment of the present invention of manufacturing a mul-
tilayer ceramic capacitor, the ceramic layer may be formed by
application of ceramic paste.

According to another specific aspect of a preferred
embodiment of the present invention of manufacturing a mul-
tilayer ceramic capacitor, the cutting the mother block may be
performed by pressing down an object into the mother block.

According to yet another specific aspect of a preferred
embodiment of the present invention of manufacturing a mul-
tilayer ceramic capacitor, a thickness of the ceramic green
sheet may be equal or substantially equal to or larger than a
thickness of the conductive layer.

According to another preferred embodiment of the present
invention, a multilayer ceramic capacitor includes a rectan-
gular or substantially rectangular parallelepiped ceramic ele-
ment and a plurality of first and second internal electrodes.
The ceramic element includes first and second principal sur-
faces, first and second side surfaces, and first and second end
surfaces. The first and second principal surfaces extend along
a longitudinal direction and a width direction. The first and
second side surfaces extend along the longitudinal direction
and a thickness direction. The first and second end surfaces
extend along the width direction and the thickness direction.
The plurality of first and second internal electrodes are spaced
away from each other along the thickness direction in the
ceramic element. The first internal electrodes are exposed at
the first end surface and not exposed at the second end sur-
face. The second internal electrodes are exposed at the second
end surface and not exposed at the first end surface. Each of
the first internal electrodes and the second internal electrodes
includes a first end on a first side in the width direction and a
second end on a second side in the width direction, the first
end of the first internal electrode is positioned outside the first
end of the second internal electrode in the width direction, the
second end of the first internal electrode is positioned inside
the second end of the second internal electrode in the width
direction, and the first and second ends are thicker than por-
tions other than the first and second ends.

According to another specific aspect of a preferred
embodiment of the multilayer ceramic capacitor, a distance
between the first and second internal electrodes may be equal
to or larger than a thickness of each of the first and second
internal electrodes.

The above and other elements, features, steps, characteris-
tics and advantages of the present invention will become more
apparent from the following detailed description of the pre-
ferred embodiments with reference to the attached drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a simplified plan view of a ceramic green sheet in
which conductive layers are arranged on its surface according
to a preferred embodiment of the present invention.
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FIG. 2 is a schematic plan view for describing how ceramic
green sheets are stacked according to a preferred embodiment
of the present invention.

FIG. 3 is a simplified exploded side view of a mother
laminate according to a preferred embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 4 is a simplified perspective view of a green chip
according to a preferred embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 5is asimplified cross-sectional view of the green chip
along the width direction and thickness direction according to
a preferred embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 6 is asimplified cross-sectional view of the green chip
along the longitudinal direction and thickness direction
according to a preferred embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 7 is asimplified cross-sectional view of the green chip
along the longitudinal direction and width direction accord-
ing to a preferred embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 8 is a simplified perspective view of a green ceramic
element according to a preferred embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 9 is a simplified perspective view of a multilayer
ceramic capacitor manufactured according to a preferred
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 10 is a simplified cross-sectional view of the multi-
layer ceramic capacitor manufactured according to a pre-
ferred embodiment of the present invention along the longi-
tudinal direction and thickness direction.

FIG. 11 is a simplified cross-sectional view of the multi-
layer ceramic capacitor manufactured according to a pre-
ferred embodiment of the present invention along the width
direction and thickness direction.

FIG. 12 is a simplified cross-sectional view of the multi-
layer ceramic capacitor manufactured according to a pre-
ferred embodiment of the present invention along the longi-
tudinal direction and width direction.

FIG. 13 is a simplified cross-sectional view for describing
a process for cutting a portion where conductive layers are
disposed on ceramic green sheets.

FIG. 14 is a schematic cross-sectional view of an end of an
internal electrode.

FIG. 15 is a schematic plan view for describing how
ceramic green sheets are stacked according to a variation of a
preferred embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Non-limiting examples of preferred embodiments of the
present invention are described below. The preferred embodi-
ments described below are for illustrative purposes only. The
present invention is not limited to the preferred embodiments
described below.

In the drawings referred to in the preferred embodiments,
the components having virtually the same functions are
referred to using the same reference numerals. The drawings
referred to in the preferred embodiments are schematically
illustrated, and the ratios in the dimensions of elements
depicted in the drawings may differ from the actual ratios in
the dimensions of elements in some cases. Among the draw-
ings, the ratios in the dimensions of elements may differ.
Specific dimensional rations of elements are to be understood
in consideration of the description below.

First Preferred Embodiment

FIG. 1is a simplified plan view of a ceramic green sheet in
which conductive layers are arranged on its surface according
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to the present preferred embodiment. FIG. 2 is a schematic
plan view for describing how ceramic green sheets are
stacked according to the present preferred embodiment. FIG.
3 is a simplified exploded side view of a mother laminate
according to the present preferred embodiment. FIG. 4 is a
simplified perspective view of a green chip according to the
present preferred embodiment. FIG. 5 is a simplified cross-
sectional view of the green chip along the width direction and
thickness direction according to the present preferred
embodiment. FIG. 6 is a simplified cross-sectional view of the
green chip along the longitudinal direction and thickness
direction according to the present preferred embodiment.
FIG. 7 is a simplified cross-sectional view of the green chip
along the longitudinal direction and width direction accord-
ing to the present preferred embodiment. FIG. 8 is a simpli-
fied perspective view of a green ceramic element according to
the present preferred embodiment.

One non-limiting example of a method of manufacturing a
multilayer ceramic capacitor 1 illustrated in FIG. 9 is
described with reference to FIGS. 1 to 8 in the present pre-
ferred embodiment.

First, a ceramic green sheet 20 illustrated in FIG. 1 is
prepared. The ceramic green sheet 20 can be produced by
printing of ceramic paste in a sheet form by a printing method,
such as die coating, gravure coating, or micro gravure coat-
ing, and drying thereof, for example.

One non-limiting example of the kind of ceramic powder
contained in the ceramic paste used in the production of the
ceramic green sheet 20 can be dielectric ceramic powder.
Specific non-limiting examples of the dielectric ceramic
material can include barium titanate (BaTiOs,), calcium titan-
ate (CaTiO,), strontium titanate (SrTiO;), and calcium zir-
conate (CaZrO;).

Next, a plurality of rectangular or substantially rectangular
conductive layers 21 foruse in forming internal electrodes are
formed on a surface of the ceramic green sheet 20 such that
they are arranged in a matrix and spaced away from each other
along the x direction and the y direction perpendicular to the
x direction. In this way, the ceramic green sheet 20 including
the surface on which the plurality of rectangular or substan-
tially rectangular conductive layers 21 for use in forming the
internal electrodes arranged in the matrix and spaced away
from each other along the x direction and the y direction is
prepared.

The conductive layers 21 can be formed by various printing
methods, including screen printing, gravure printing, and ink-
jet printing, for example.

The thickness ofthe ceramic green sheet 20 may preferably
be equal to or larger than the thickness of the conductive layer
21. Specifically, the thickness of each of the ceramic green
sheets 20 after firing may preferably be about 0.3 um to about
3 um, for example. The thickness of the conductive layer 21
after firing may preferably be about 0.3 pm to about 1.5 pm,
for example. If the ceramic green sheet 20 is too thin, the
ceramic green sheet 20 may be difficult to handle. In contrast,
if the ceramic green sheet 20 is too thick, the performance (for
example, electrostatic capacity) of the obtained multilayer
ceramic capacitor 1 may be too low. If the conductive layers
21 are too thin, formed internal electrodes 25 and 26 may be
too thin, a reduced density of the internal electrodes 25 and 26
may lead to a decrease in the electrostatic capacity of the
obtained multilayer ceramic capacitor, and the performance
may be low. In contrast, if the conductive layers 21 are too
thick, a height difference between the portion where the con-
ductive layers 21 are not disposed and the portion where the
conductive layers 21 are disposed may be too large, structural
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defects may easily occur, and the reliability of the obtained
multilayer ceramic capacitor may be low.

The thickness of the ceramic green sheet 20 after firing and
the thickness of the conductive layer 21 after firing can be
measured by microscopic observation of a cross section
obtained by grinding of the obtained multilayer ceramic
capacitor 1 from an end surface to a substantially central
portion in the longitudinal direction L.

Next, a plurality of ceramic green sheets 20 on which no
conductive layers 21 are formed on their surfaces are stacked,
as illustrated in FIG. 3. After that, a plurality of ceramic green
sheets 20 on which the conductive layers 21 are formed on
their surfaces are stacked, as illustrated in FIGS. 2 and 3. At
this time, the conductive layers 21 on the ceramic green sheets
being adjacent in the z direction, which is the stacking direc-
tion, are displaced by half or about of its interval along the x
direction and the y direction. After that, a further plurality of
ceramic green sheets 20 on which no conductive layers 21 are
formed on their surfaces are stacked, as illustrated in FIG. 3.
In this way, the mother block 22 including the conductive
layers 21 formed therein is produced.

The mother block 22 may also be subjected to various
kinds of pressing, such as hydrostatic pressure pressing, if
needed.

Next, the green chip 23 illustrated in FIGS. 4 to 7 is pro-
duced from the mother block 22 by cutting of the mother
block 22 along the x direction and the y direction. Specifi-
cally, the mother block 22 is cut along a plurality of cut lines
L1 (see FIG. 2) extending along the x direction (first direc-
tion) in substantially central portions in the y direction (sec-
ond direction) of the conductive layers 21. With this, the
mother block 22 is cut along a plurality of cut lines [.2 extend-
ing along the y direction in substantially central portions in
the x direction of the conductive layers 21. The cutting along
the cut lines L1 and L2 divides the mother block 22 into the
plurality of green chips 23.

Non-limiting examples of the method of cutting the mother
block 22 can include cutting with a blade pressed down into
the mother block 22, dicing, and laser cutting. Among them,
cutting with a blade pressed down into the mother block 22
may be preferable because the time required to cut the mother
block 22 can be short, the portions removed in cutting can be
smaller than that when dicing and other methods are used, and
thus the efficiency in using the material can be increased.

Specifically, the mother block 22 in the present preferred
embodiment is cut by movement of a blade (not illustrated)
along the thickness direction.

As illustrated in FIGS. 4 to 7, the green chip 23 includes a
chip main body 24 having a rectangular or substantially rect-
angular parallelepiped shape. The chip main body 24 includes
apair of principal surfaces 24a and 245, a pair of side surfaces
24¢ and 24d, and a pair of end surfaces 24e and 24f. The
principal surfaces 24a and 245 extend along the longitudinal
direction L and the width direction W. The side surfaces 24¢
and 24d extend along the longitudinal direction L. and the
thickness direction T. The end surfaces 24e and 24f extend
along the width direction W and the thickness direction T.

The plurality of rectangular or substantially rectangular
parallelepiped first and second internal electrodes 25 and 26
formed from the conductive layers 21 are arranged in the chip
main body 24. The plurality of first internal electrodes 25 and
the plurality of second internal electrodes 26 are spaced away
from each other along the thickness direction T in an alter-
nating manner. The first internal electrode 25 and the second
internal electrode 26 that are adjacent to each other in the
thickness direction T face each other such that a ceramic layer
29 is disposed therebetween.
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The first and second internal electrodes 25 and 26 are
arranged along the longitudinal direction L. and the width
direction W. The first internal electrodes 25 are exposed at the
end surface 24e¢ and the side surface 24¢. The first internal
electrodes 25 are not exposed at either of the end surface 24/
and the side surface 244. The second internal electrodes 26
are exposed at the end surface 24/ and the side surface 244d.
The second internal electrodes 26 are not exposed at either of
the end surface 24e and the side surface 24¢. That is, the first
internal electrodes 25 are exposed at the end surface 24e and
the side surface 24¢, whereas the second internal electrodes
26 are not exposed at the end surface 24e and the side surface
24c. The second internal electrodes 26 are exposed at the side
surface 244 and the end surface 24f, whereas the first internal
electrodes 25 are not exposed at the side surface 244 and the
end surface 24f.

Next, the ceramic layers 27a and 275 are formed on the side
surfaces 24¢ and 24d, respectively, to which the first and
second internal electrodes 25 and 26 are exposed, respec-
tively, as illustrated in FIG. 8. In this way, a green ceramic
element 28 in which the internal electrodes 25 and 26 are
exposed at only the end surfaces 24e and 24f, respectively, is
produced.

The ceramic layers 27a and 275 may be formed by attach-
ment of ceramic green sheets, for example. In this case, the
ceramic layers 27a and 275 can have a high degree of unifor-
mity in thickness. Alternatively, the ceramic layers 27a and
27bh may be formed by application of ceramic paste and
drying thereof.

Before the attachment of the ceramic layers 27a and 275,
adhesive may be applied on the side surfaces 24¢ and 24d. The
applied adhesive is removed by being burnt down in a subse-
quent firing process.

The green ceramic element 28 may preferably be subjected
to barrel polishing as appropriate to make ridges and corners
round.

Next, the green ceramic element 28 is fired to obtain a
ceramic element 10 including the first and second internal
electrodes 25 and 26 illustrated in FIG. 9. After that, first and
second external electrodes 13 and 14 are formed on the
ceramic element 10, and the multilayer ceramic capacitor is
complicated. The first and second external electrodes 13 and
14 can be formed by a method of applying conductive paste
using plating, dipping, or other technique and then firing
thereof, for example.

A case of post-firing of forming the first and second exter-
nal electrodes 13 and 14 after firing is described above in the
present preferred embodiment. The present invention is not
limited to that case. The external electrodes may be formed by
co-firing of, after applying conductive paste to a green
ceramic element, firing the conductive paste and the green
ceramic element at the same time, for example.

FIG. 9 is a simplified perspective view of a multilayer
ceramic capacitor manufactured according to the present pre-
ferred embodiment. FIG. 10 is a simplified cross-sectional
view of the multilayer ceramic capacitor manufactured
according to the present preferred embodiment along the
longitudinal direction and thickness direction. FIG. 11 is a
simplified cross-sectional view of the multilayer ceramic
capacitor manufactured according to the present preferred
embodiment along the width direction and thickness direc-
tion. FIG. 12 is a simplified cross-sectional view of the mul-
tilayer ceramic capacitor manufactured according to the
present preferred embodiment along the longitudinal direc-
tion and width direction.

As illustrated in FIGS. 9 to 12, the multilayer ceramic
capacitor 1 includes the rectangular or substantially rectan-
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gular parallelepiped ceramic element 10. The ceramic ele-
ment 10 includes first and second principal surfaces 10a and
105 extending along the longitudinal direction L. and the
width direction W, first and second side surfaces 10¢ and 104
extending along the thickness direction T and the longitudinal
direction L, and first and second end surfaces 10e and 10/
extending along the thickness direction T and the width direc-
tion W.

In the present invention, the “rectangular or substantially
rectangular parallelepiped” includes a rectangular parallel-
epiped having chamfered or rounded corners and ridges. That
is, “rectangular or substantially rectangular parallelepiped”
components include general components including first and
second principal surfaces, first and second side surfaces, and
first and second end surfaces. The principal surfaces, side
surfaces, and end surfaces may have asperities partially or
entirely.

The ceramic element 10 can have any dimensions. The
ceramic element 10 may have dimensions of about 0.1 mm to
about 3.0 mm in height, about 0.2 mm to about 4.0 mm in
length, and about 0.1 mm to about 3.0 mm in width, for
example.

The ceramic element 10 is made of an appropriate ceramic
material. For example, the ceramic element 10 can be made of
a dielectric ceramic material. Specific non-limiting examples
of'the dielectric ceramic material can include barium titanate
(BaTi0,), calcium titanate (CaTiO,), strontium titanate (Sr-
TiO,), and calcium zirconate (CaZrO;).

As illustrated in FIGS. 10 and 11, the plurality of rectan-
gular or substantially rectangular first and second internal
electrodes 25 and 26 are evenly spaced along the thickness
direction T in an alternating manner in the ceramic element
10. Each of the first and second internal electrodes 25 and 26
is parallel or substantially parallel with the first and second
principal surfaces 10a and 105. The first and second internal
electrodes 25 and 26 face each other in the thickness direction
T such that a ceramic layer 10g is disposed therebetween.

The distance between the first and second internal elec-
trodes 25 and 26 along the thickness direction T, that is, the
thickness of the ceramic layer 10g may preferably be equal to
or larger than that of each of the first and second internal
electrodes 25 and 26. Specifically, the thickness of the
ceramic layer 10g may preferably be about 0.3 um to about 3
um, for example. The thickness of each of the first and second
internal electrodes 25 and 26 may preferably be about 0.3 um
to about 3.0 um, and more preferably, about 0.1 um to about
3.0 um, for example.

Asillustrated in FIG. 10, the first internal electrodes 25 are
exposed at the first end surface 10e and not exposed at the first
and second principal surfaces 10a and 105, the second end
surface 10f; and the first and second side surfaces 10¢ and
10d. The second internal electrodes 26 are exposed at the
second end surface 10f'and not exposed at the first and second
principal surfaces 10a and 105, the first end surface 10e, and
the first and second side surfaces 10c and 10d.

As illustrated in FIGS. 11 and 12, a W1-side end 254 of
each of the first internal electrodes 25 in the width direction W
is positioned outside (on the W1 side with respect to) of a
W1-side end 264 of each of the second internal electrodes 26
in the width direction W. A W2-side end 255 of each of the
first internal electrodes 25 in the width direction W is posi-
tioned inside (on the W1 side with respect to) of a W2-side
end 264 of each of the second internal electrodes 26 in the
width direction W. That is, in a cross section along the width
direction W and the thickness direction T, the first and second
internal electrodes 25 and 26 are arranged in a staggered
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pattern along the thickness direction T, and the ends 254, 255,
26a, and 266 are located at different positions in the width
direction W.

The first and second internal electrodes 25 and 26 can be
made of an appropriate conductive material. The first and
second internal electrodes 25 and 26 can be made of, for
example, a metal selected from the group consisting of nickel,
copper, silver, palladium, and gold or an alloy that contains
one or more metals selected from the group consisting of
nickel, copper, silver, palladium, and gold (e.g., an alloy of
silver and palladium).

As illustrated in FIGS. 9,10, and 12, the multilayer ceramic
capacitor 1 includes the first and second external electrodes
13 and 14. As illustrated in FIGS. 10 and 12, the first external
electrode 13 is connected to the first internal electrodes 25,
whereas the second external electrode 14 is connected to the
second internal electrodes 26.

The first and second external electrodes 13 and 14 can be
made of an appropriate conductive material. The first and
second external electrodes 13 and 14 may be made of a
laminate of a plurality of conductive films.

In the present preferred embodiment, specifically, each of
the first and second external electrodes 13 and 14 includes one
or more primary layers and one or more plating layers formed
on the primary layers.

Each of the primary layers can be made of a sintered
metallic layer, a plating layer, or a conductive resin layer in
which a conductive filler is added to a thermosetting resin or
photo-curable resin. The sintered metallic layer may be
formed by co-firing with the first and second internal elec-
trodes 25 and 26, or alternatively, may be formed by post-
firing of applying and baking conductive paste.

The conductive material contained in the primary layer is
not particularly limited. Specific non-limiting examples of
the conductive material contained in the primary layer can
include metals, such as copper, nickel, silver, palladium, and
gold, and alloys that contain one or more of these metals, such
as an alloy of silver and palladium.

The primary layer can have a maximum thickness of about
20 um to about 100 um, for example.

The plating layer can be made of a metal, such as copper,
nickel, tin, silver, palladium, or gold, or an alloy that contains
one or more of these metals, such as an alloy of silver and
palladium, for example.

The maximum thickness of the single plating layer can be
about 1 um to about 10 pum, for example.

A resin layer for stress relaxation may be arranged between
the primary layer and the plating layer.

As illustrated in FIG. 13, when a portion of a mother block
122 where both conductive layers 121a for use in forming the
first electrodes and conductive layers 1215 for use in forming
the second electrodes are disposed is cut with a blade 120
pressed down and moved in the stacking direction, the cut
portion and its adjacent area of ceramic green sheets 123 and
the conductive layers 121a and 1215 are displaced in the z
direction with the movement of the blade 120. This may lead
to a short circuit in the first and second electrodes, and thus
may be a cause of shortings.

In contrast, in the present preferred embodiment, as illus-
trated in FIG. 2, the mother block 22 is cut along the cut lines
L1 extending along the first direction (x direction) in substan-
tially central portions of the conductive layers 21 in the sec-
ond direction (y direction) and is cut along the cut lines [.2
extending along the y direction in substantially central por-
tions of the conductive layers 21 in the x direction. The cut
lines [.1 and [.2 pass through not all of the conductive layers
21 on the ceramic green sheets 20. The cut lines .1 and [.2
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pass through the conductive layers 21 every two ceramic
green sheets 20. Each of the cut lines [.1 and [.2 passes
through only either the conductive layers 21 for use in form-
ing the first electrodes 25 or the conductive layers 21 for use
in forming the second electrodes 26. In this manner, in the
present preferred embodiment, because the distance between
the neighboring conductive layers 21 is long, even if the
conductive layers 21 and ceramic green sheets 20 are
deformed at the time of cutting the mother block 22, the
conductive layers 21 that are adjacent to each other in the z
direction do not easily come into contact with each other. If
the neighboring conductive layers 21 come into contact with
each other, because both the conductive layers 21 coming into
contact with each other form the first internal electrodes 25 or
the second internal electrodes 26, this contact is not a cause of
a short circuit between the first and second internal electrodes
25 and 26. Accordingly, if the ceramic green sheets 20 are
thin, because short circuits between the first and second inter-
nal electrodes 25 and 26 can be reliably reduced, the risk of a
short circuit can be significantly reduced, and a high-capacity
multilayer ceramic capacitor can be manufactured.

Because a short circuit between the first and second inter-
nal electrodes 25 and 26 can be reliably reduced, the speed of
cutting the mother block 22 can be enhanced. Accordingly,
the time required to cut the mother block 22 can be shortened.
As a result, the time required to manufacture the multilayer
ceramic capacitor 1 can be shortened.

As in the present preferred embodiment, post-formation of
the ceramic layers 27a and 275 enables the ceramic layers 27a
and 27b to have a reduced thickness. Accordingly, the area
where the first and second internal electrodes 25 and 26 face
each other can be increased. Thus, a higher-capacity multi-
layer ceramic capacitor can be manufactured.

Because only one of the first and second internal electrodes
25 and 26 is preferably exposed at the side surfaces 24¢ and
24d of the chip main body 24, the proportion of the area of the
first and second internal electrodes 25 and 26 on the side
surfaces 24¢ and 244 is small. Thus, the strength of adhesion
between the chip main body 24 and each of the ceramic layers
27a and 27b can be enhanced. Accordingly, water or other
liquids or gas do not easily penetrate the ceramic element 10,
and the multilayer ceramic capacitor 1 having satisfactory
reliability is obtainable.

In terms of obtainment of the multilayer ceramic capacitor
1 having more satisfactory reliability, the thickness of the
ceramic green sheet 20 may preferably be equal to or larger
than that of the conductive layer 21, and more preferably, be
larger than that of the conductive layer 21. However, if the
thickness of the ceramic green sheet 20 is too much larger
than that of the conductive layer 21, the large thickness of the
ceramic green sheet 20 may result in an insufficient capacity.
The thickness of the ceramic green sheet 20 may preferably
be no more than about 3.0 times, and more preferably, no
more than about 2.0 times the thickness of the conductive
layer 21, for example.

Another possible case is discussed below where a first side
end of the first internal electrode in the width direction and a
first side end of the second internal electrode in the width
direction are aligned in the width direction and a second side
end of the first internal electrode in the width direction and a
second side end of the second internal electrode are aligned in
the width direction. In this case, however, in the ceramic
element, a portion where both the first and second internal
electrodes are disposed is adjacent to a portion where neither
of the first and second internal electrodes is disposed. Thus,
there is a large thickness difference in the border region
between the portion where both the first and second internal
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electrodes are disposed and the portion where neither of the
first and second internal electrodes is disposed. Electric fields
easily concentrate on the border region between the portion
where both the first and second internal electrodes are dis-
posed and the portion where neither of the first and second
internal electrodes is disposed. In addition, structural defects
easily occur in the inside of the ceramic element, and as a
result, water or other liquids or gases easily penetrate the
ceramic element. Accordingly, the reliability of the multi-
layer ceramic capacitor may deteriorate.

In contrast, in the present preferred embodiment, a region
where one of the first and second internal electrodes 25 and 26
is disposed is present between a region where both the first
and second internal electrodes 25 and 26 are disposed and a
region where neither of the first and second internal elec-
trodes 25 and 26 is disposed. This prevents a sharp change in
the thickness. Accordingly, concentration of electric fields
can be significantly reduced and prevented, the occurrence of
structural defects can be significantly reduced and prevented,
and penetration of water can be significantly reduced and
prevented. As a result, more satisfactory reliability is obtain-
able.

As illustrated in FIG. 14, the uncut end 256 of the first
internal electrode 25 is thicker than the other portions. Simi-
larly, the uncut end 26a of the second internal electrode 26 is
thicker than the other portions. When the ends 255 of the
plurality of first internal electrodes 25 are stacked in the
thickness direction T, the thicknesses of the ends 255 are
accumulated, as a result, there is a large height difference
between the ends and the other portions, and structural
defects easily occur inside the ceramic element 10. Accord-
ingly, the locations of the ends 255 of the plurality of first
internal electrodes 25 in the width direction W may prefer-
ably scatter. Similarly, the locations of the ends 26a of the
plurality of second internal electrodes 26 in the width direc-
tion W may preferably scatter.

In the above-described preferred embodiment, a non-lim-
iting example in which a ceramic layer is disposed on a side
surface of a chip is described. In place of the ceramic layer, an
insulating layer, such as a resin layer or a glass layer, may be
disposed.

Other Preferred Embodiments

FIG. 15 is a schematic plan view for describing how
ceramic green sheets are stacked according to a variation of a
preferred embodiment of the present invention. As illustrated
in FIG. 15, only one conductive layer 21 may be disposed on
one ceramic green sheet 20. In this case, the conductive layers
21 that are adjacent to each other in the stacking direction are
required to be displaced along both the x direction and the y
direction. The amount of the displacement is not particularly
limited.

Preferred embodiments of the present invention are
described in detail on the basis of a specific non-limiting
example below. The present invention is not limited to the
non-limiting example below and can be modified within the
range where the scope thereof is not changed.

Example of Preferred Embodiments of Present
Invention

A thousand multilayer ceramic capacitors 1 according to
the above-described preferred embodiment were manufac-
tured using the method described in the above-described pre-
ferred embodiment under the conditions described below.
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Dimension of ceramic element 10 in longitudinal direc-
tion: 10 mm

Dimension of ceramic element 10 in width direction: 5 mm

Thickness of each of internal electrodes 25 and 26 (value
measured using fluorescent X-rays in cross section): 0.3 pm

Interval between neighboring conductive layers 21: 20 um

Number of stacked ceramic green sheets 20: 500

Thickness of ceramic green sheet 20 after firing: 1.5 pm,
0.7 um, or 0.5 pm

After that, for 100 samples randomly extracted from the
manufactured 1000 samples, the presence or absence of a
short circuit between the first and second internal electrodes
25 and 26 was examined by measurement of insulation resis-
tance between the first and second external electrodes 13 and
14, and the incidence of short circuits was determined. The
results are listed in Table 1 below.

Comparative Example 1

A thousand multilayer ceramic capacitors were manufac-
tured in the same way as in the above-described Example,
except that the conductive layers 21 fully overlap each other
in the stacking direction. After that, for 100 samples ran-
domly extracted from the manufactured 1000 samples, the
presence or absence of a short circuit between the first and
second internal electrodes was examined, and the incidence
of short circuits was determined. The results are listed in
Table 1 below.

Comparative Example 2

A thousand multilayer ceramic capacitors were manufac-
tured in the same way as in Comparative Example 1, except
that the mother block was cut by dicing. After that, for 100
samples randomly extracted from the manufactured 1000
samples, the presence or absence of a short circuit between
the first and second internal electrodes was examined, and the
incidence of short circuits was determined. The results are
listed in Table 1 below.

TABLE 1

Incidence Of Short Circuits (%)

Comparative Comparative

Example Example 1 Example 2
Thickness (um) 1.5 3 95 3
of Ceramic 0.7 10 100 10
Green Sheet 0.5 20 100 50

The results in Table 1 reveal that the occurrence of short
circuits between the first and second internal electrodes can
be reduced by manufacture of multilayer ceramic capacitors
in accordance with preferred embodiments of the present
invention.

While preferred embodiments of the present invention
have been described above, it is to be understood that varia-
tions and modifications will be apparent to those skilled in the
art without departing from the scope and spirit of the present
invention. The scope of the present invention, therefore, is to
be determined solely by the following claims.
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What is claimed is:

1. A multilayer ceramic capacitor comprising:

a ceramic element including first and second principal
surfaces extending along a longitudinal direction and a
width direction, first and second side surfaces extending
along the longitudinal direction and a thickness direc-
tion, and first and second end surfaces extending along
the width direction and the thickness direction; and

a plurality of first and second internal electrodes spaced
away from each other along the thickness direction in the
ceramic element; wherein

the first internal electrodes are exposed at the first end
surface and not exposed at the second end surface;

the second internal electrodes are exposed at the second
end surface and not exposed at the first end surface; and

each of the first internal electrodes and the second internal
electrodes includes a first end on a first side in the width
direction and a second end on a second side in the width
direction, the first end of the first internal electrode is
positioned outside the first end of the second internal
electrode in the width direction, the second end of the
first internal electrode is positioned inside the second
end of the second internal electrode in the width direc-
tion, the second ends of the first internal electrodes are
scattered in the width direction so as to be disposed at
different positions from one another in the width direc-
tion, the first ends of the second internal electrodes are
scattered in the width direction so as to be disposed at
different positions from one another in the width direc-
tion, the second end of each of the first internal elec-
trodes is thicker than other portions of the first internal
electrode in the width direction, and the first end of each
of the second internal electrodes is thicker than other
portions of the second internal electrode in the width
direction.

2. The multilayer ceramic capacitor according to claim 1,
wherein a distance between the first and second internal elec-
trodes is equal to or larger than a thickness of each of the first
and second internal electrodes.

3. The multilayer ceramic capacitor according to claim 1,
wherein the ceramic element has a rectangular or substan-
tially rectangular parallelepiped shape.

4. The multilayer ceramic capacitor according to claim 1,
wherein each of the plurality of first and second internal
electrodes has a rectangular or substantially rectangular par-
allelepiped shape.

5. The multilayer ceramic capacitor according to claim 1,
wherein the ceramic element has dimensions of about 0.1 mm
to about 3.0 mm in height, about 0.2 mm to about 4.0 mm in
length, and about 0.1 mm to about 3.0 mm in width.

6. The multilayer ceramic capacitor according to claim 1,
wherein the ceramic element includes a plurality of ceramic
layers each having a thickness larger than that of each of the
first and second internal electrodes.

7. The multilayer ceramic capacitor according to claim 1,
wherein a thickness of each of the ceramic layers is about 0.3
pum to about 3 um.

8. The multilayer ceramic capacitor according to claim 1,
wherein a thickness of each of the first and second internal
electrodes is about 0.3 pm to about 1.5 um.
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